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What is Open SUNY ALS?
http://opensunyals.org
•A State University of New York (SUNY) initiative to provide affordable
educational alternatives to traditional textbooks

•A service to assist SUNY faculty, librarians, and staff to identify lowercost, electronic, free, and Open Educational Resources (OERs)
•A California State University-MERLOT partner benefit service

What are the benefits of Open SUNY Affordable
Learning Solutions?

• Open SUNY ALS enables faculty to find quality free course content that can
substitute for more costly textbooks;
• helps students by cutting or eliminating the cost of textbooks and other
learning materials
•helps faculty be recognized for quality teaching and efforts to reduce
students' costs

What are traditional textbook issues?

OER Successes from SUNY
Open SUNY Textbooks, http://opensuny.org/omp/index.php/SUNYOpenTextbooks,
is an open access textbook publishing initiative established by the libraries of SUNY
Geneseo, SUNY Brockport, the College of Environmental Science & Forestry, SUNY
Fredonia, Upstate Medical University, and the University at Buffalo and is supported
by SUNY Innovative Instruction Technology Grants.

Currently there are 7 Open SUNY Textbooks in
publication and 15 more in process. In the Spring 2014
semester, 185 students saved $15,464 using 2 Open
SUNY textbooks.

OER Successes from SUNY
At Tompkins Cortland Community College, from 2011-2013, 698
students saved an estimated $698,000 on textbooks costs and
there was an 26.7% increase in passing grades accompanied by a
15% decrease in withdrawal rates in the Psychology courses
developed by the Lumen Learning Kaleidoscope collaborative
open course project. TC3 instructor Sophia Georgiakaki adopted
an open textbook and states: “We went from $120 to $0 [in
textbook costs] and we offer the same content.”

Starting in 2011…
2011 – Tompkins Cortland Community College began OER adoption and course development in
partnership with other community colleges (non-SUNY) in the Kaleidoscope Project conducted by
Lumen Learning; Empire State College launched the first SUNY MOOC: Creativity and Multicultural
Communication

2012 – Open SUNY Textbooks was launched with an Innovative Instructional Technology Grant
(IITG); Empire State College faculty member, Rhianna Rogers, makes the first of many
presentations on Open Learning at the ESC Fall Academic Conference

2013 - Open SUNY Textbooks receives another IITG grant to continue its work; the University at
Stony Brook launched its first MOOC, Introduction to Computational Arts

2014 – Empire State College received an IITG grant for the project: Ecology and Earth Science
Virtual Field Experiences OERs: Expanding Access to Field-Based Research Techniques for Students
at a Distance; a Binghamton University professor released an Open Calculus course
http://www2.math.binghamton.edu/p/people/jbrennan/calculus_videos/chapter1

Using Open SUNY ALS
For example: A general education core course, General Biology, uses a $187
textbook with ISBN 978-0077350024 (Biology, published by McGraw Hill)
The instructor links to opensunyals.org and goes to the Free Textbooks page;
he/she searches by the ISBN and the results are 10 rated and reviewed open
textbooks that can be evaluated to replace the $187 option.

(screen-shot next slide)

Alternatives to High-Priced Textbooks

978-0077350024

Going Forward
•Benefiting from the successful examples of CSU/MERLOT initiatives, ATIS will
pursue centrally contracted affordability services (digital textbooks, virtual labs,
etc.) and campus bookstore partnerships.
•There is already a SUNY OER Community in the Learning Commons; this will be
actively expanded and cultivated to provide peer-education and support and to
help identify how ATIS can help campuses to incentivize OER adoption and
creation.

•Research on a centralized SUNY OER repository is underway; the contents of a
SUNY repository can become part of MERLOT and be made globally available.

Who do I contact for more information?
Laura K. Murray, Open SUNY ALS
Coordinator
Office of Library and Information Services
SUNY Plaza, N104
Albany, New York 12246
E-mail: laura.murray@suny.edu
Phone: 518-320-1477

